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The Year of Saint Joseph 

 
On the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, December 8, 2020. Pope Francis proclaimed a 
special “Year of Saint Joseph,” beginning on December 8, 2020 and extending to the same feast in 
2021.  This is to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Blessed Pope Pius IX’s declaration of               
Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. Still in the midst of the COVID pandemic, this 
celebration seems to have fallen a bit under the radar.  But we can and should celebrate             
Saint Joseph and honor him for his role in Salvation History and for the powerful intercession he 
makes on our behalf. 
 
Here at Holy Angels, we are going to join in a Novena to Saint Joseph which we will pray together 
after all of the Masses beginning Wednesday, March 10th and continuing to Thursday, March 18th.  
I hope that you will be able to also get to the Mass on the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, March 19th       
to make the most of the novena.  Please see  page 7 in today’s bulletin for the novena prayer sheet  
and bring it with you to all Masses through March 18th.  If you don’t get to Mass each day during 
the novena, make sure you pray the novena prayers each day!  Saint Joseph is a very powerful        
intercessor for us! 
 
In addition, Bishop Sullivan has designated the Church of Saint Joseph, located at                           
1010 Liberty Street, Camden, as the diocesan pilgrimage site.  In the decree of Bishop Sullivan, he 
says, “in virtue of the ordinary power granted to me by law and in virtue of canon 1233,                       
I do hereby grant a partial indulgence from temporal punishment to any member of the Christian 
faithful who visits the Church of Saint Joseph between the 11th of March 2021 and the                        
8th of December 2021 who, during the visit, recites a prayer to Saint Joseph, with all other        
conditions being fulfilled.”  This designation as a pilgrimage site will begin Thursday,                        
the 11th day of March 2021 and said designation will end Wednesday the 8th day                                
of December 2021.   
 
God bless you, 
Father Joseph Byerley 
 

Below is the prayer that Pope Francis placed at the end of his decree  
that instituted the Year of Saint Joseph 

 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,  

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

To you God entrusted his only Son;  

in you Mary placed her trust;  

with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father  

and guide us in the path of life.  

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,  

and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 
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